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The Board of the Texas Professional Benefit Administrators Association (TPBAA) has adopted the following positions for legislative action during the 2005 regular session of the Texas Legislature:

1. Support amending Texas law to clarify a health benefit plan’s right to obtain appropriate and adequate loss experience information from an insurance carrier or an HMO

2. Oppose amendments to Texas law that would apply prompt pay/clean claims/verification rules to self-funded plans, for both private and public entities

3. Oppose amendments to Texas law that would change the assessment formula for deficits incurred by the Texas Health Insurance Risk Pool to one based upon covered lives; 

4. Support amendments to Texas law that would allow a premium tax credit or offset for any carrier that pays an assessment to cover deficits incurred by the Texas Health Insurance Risk Pool;

5. Support amendments to Texas law that would address the structure, funding, operation, performance, and utilization management of the Texas Health Insurance Risk Pool in accordance with the following general principles:

a. Increase State funding for this important social program

b. Implement steps to reduce the deficit and resulting assessments

c. Study opportunities for improvement of the Texas Health Insurance Risk Pool as it relates to:

i. Provider reimbursement rates and how those compare to other government funded health programs such as Medicaid, Medicare, CHIP, etc.

ii. Performance benchmarking compared to the industry and similar programs in other states, including the charge to conduct oversight hearings

iii. Managed care techniques and related utilization data

iv. Membership eligibility requirements and statistics
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